
RESOLUTION NO. R-2016-2097 
 
A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE FORMATION OF A 1.9 MILLION 

ACRE BEARS EARS NATIONAL MONUMENT IN SOUTHEAST UTAH 
 

WHEREAS, several special interest groups are encouraging President Barack 
Obama to create a 1.9 million acre Bears Ears National Monument (“the monument”) on 
federally managed land in Southeast Utah; and 
 

WHEREAS, the stated goals of the monument are to protect Native American 
cultural sites, prohibit any mining or other mineral extraction, ensure that the entire area 
remains under federal management with no new leases or land exchanges, and limit OHV 
access and other recreational opportunities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposal is for the monument to be collaboratively managed by 

federal agencies and Native American tribes—but not with any input from local 
governments; collaborative management should always involve local government; and 
 

WHEREAS, all of the Native American cultural sites in the 1.9 million acres are 
currently protected under federal law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the federal government already has the authority to take steps to 
protect cultural sites, plant and animal species and manage recreation on the proposed 
monument; and 

 
 WHEREAS, there is simply no justifiable reason to lock up 1.9 million acres of 

public land; and  
 

WHEREAS, we know through experience that public lands are best managed in 
coordination and cooperation with state and local governments—and not through 
monument designations; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Antiquities Act of 1906 was not intended to allow the President, 

unilaterally, to set aside such huge portions of land without working through Congress. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, at a regular meeting of the legislative body of Washington 
County, Utah, duly called, noticed, and held on the 18th day of October 2016, upon 
motion duly made and seconded, it is unanimously: 
 

RESOLVED that Washington County opposes the creation of large national 
monuments created with the intention of wresting away all local control of our public 
lands and consolidating control with U.S. Executive Agencies—that all to often are at the 
beck-and-call of special interest groups.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Washington County rejects as false the 
proposal that public lands in Southeast Utah will be better managed under a monument 
dedication. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Washington County reiterates its support for 
responsible and multiple use of public lands for recreation, grazing, mining, and logging 
activities; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Washington County will continue to pursue 
reasonable conservation efforts and take all legal actions available to oppose actions that 
deny those elected by local residents from taking part in the planning and carrying out of 
conservation efforts.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Washington County opposes the creation of 

the Bears Ears National Monument. 
 

VOTED UPON AND PASSED BY THE WASHINGTON COUNTY 
COMMISSION AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE WASHINGTON COUNTY 
COMMISSION HELD ON THE 18TH DAY OF OCTOBER 2016. 

 
      WASHINGTON COUNTY 

 
 

      ______________________________ 
   ALAN GARDNER, Chair  
       Washington County Commission 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Kim M. Hafen 
Washington County Clerk-Auditor 
        

Commissioner Gardner voted ____ 
Commissioner Iverson voted  ____ 

       Commissioner Renstrom voted ____ 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Deputy Washington County Attorney 
 
 
 


